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REPLY BRIEF 

CLAIMS 1 AND 4 IN LIGHT OF GROUNDS OP REJECTION #1 

Claim 1 specifies: 

activating a particular section of a charge transfer gate, where the charge transfer 
gate has a plurality of sections, each section individually controllable, and fewer 
than all the sections are activated : 

transferring charges, from a contiguous block of the photosensors, through the 
particular section of the charge transfer gate, to a charge shift register; 

Claim 1 specifies: activating a particular section of a charge transfer gate. In the 
Examiner's Answer, at page 7, by the examiner's own description, Yonemoto activates two 
different sections at two different times. One section is activated by signal V2a at time t2, 
and a different section is activated by signal V2b at time t4. 

Claim 1 also specifies that fewer than al l the controllable sections are activated The 
examiner characterizes the two sections activated by signals V2a and V2b as one section. 
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Assuming for the sake of argument that is examiner is correct, then all controllable sections 
(as defined in claim 1) are activated, thereby conflicting with claim 1. 

First, some terminology clarification is needed, In claim 1, a "transfer gate" is 
something that charge transfers through in passing from a photosensor to a charge shift 
register ("transferring charges, from a contiguous block of the photosensors, through the 
particular section of the charge transfer gate, to a charge shift register"). In Yonemoto, the 
structure that provides that function is called a "read gate" instead of a transfer gate (see, 
for example, column 3, lines 4-8). In Yonemoto, "transfer" refers to vertical movement 
along the three-stage vertical shift register (for example, from column 3, line 21, signals 
V2 are called vertical transfer clocks). As illustrated in Yonemoto, figure 2, charges from 
photosensors flow through read gates to just the center stage of each triplet of vertical shift 
register stages. Half of the read gates are activated by signal V2a and the remaining half 
are activated by signal V2b, so that between the two signals all read gates are activated. 
Accordingly, Yonemoto does not teach activating fewer than all the controllable sections, 
where "controllable sections" refer to structures for transferring charges from photosensors 
to a charge shift register. 

CLAIMS 5 AND 6 IN LIGHT OF GROUNDS OF REJECTION #2 

No new arguments have been presented regarding claim 5. Applicant rests on the 
arguments in the Brief on Appeal. 

CLAIM 9 IN LIGHT OF GROUNDS OF REJECTION #3 

Claim 9 has now been allowed. All discussion regarding claim 9 in the Brief on 
Appeal can be ignored. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the above, applicant respectfully requests that the examiner's rejection of 
claims 1 and 4-6 be reversed. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Augustus W. Winfie! 
Reg. No. 34,046 
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